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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office action is in response to the applicant's communication received on 
September 14, 2006. 

2. Claims 1-11,1 7-21 , 29, 31 -40, 45, 47, 49, and 50 are presented for examination. 

3. The applicants have amended claims 1,7,9-11,1 8-20, 29, 32, 35-40, 45, and 
47. Also, the applicants have added new claims 49 and 50. 

4. Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1-11,17-21, 29, 31 -40, 45, 47, 49, 
and 50 have been considered but are deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections • 35 use §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section . 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-11,1 7-21 , 37-40, 49, and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as 
being anticipated by Pitkow et al. (Patent No. 7,031 ,961 B2 filed December 4, 2000, 
hereinafter Pitkow). 
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The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 
7. Regarding Claims 1 and 37, Pitkow teaches a system and method for searching 
and recommending objects from a categorically organized information repository. 

The method and associated system for searching and recommending objects 
from a categorically organized information repository as taught or suggested by Pitkow 
includes: 

receiving a search query from a user (col. 8, lines 37-41 , 'A search text-entry box 
242 is also provided in the data entry area 218.'; col. 16, line 30-34, '...the user begins 
by formulating a keyword query... '); receiving a request from the user to personalize a 
search result (col. 6, lines 34 and 35, '...a set of bookmarks for each user 1 10-116; 
each user may maintain private bookmarks...', col. 8, lines 10-14 and 23-25, col. 8, 
lines 37-41 , 'A search text-entry box 242 is also provided in the data entry area 21 8.'); 
responsive to the search query and the request to personalize the search result, 
generating a personalized search request (col. 6, lines 34 and 35, col. 8, lines 23-41) by 
searching a personalized search object (col. 8, lines 37-41); responsive to the search 
query, generating a general search result by searching a general search object (col. 8, 
lines 14-16, 'By selecting a "Publish" button 238 In the data entry area 218, the user 1 10 
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can make those bookmarks available to all users', col. 8, lines 41-43, 'By selecting a 
"Search Public Bookmarks" option 244, the search can be extended to all user* public 
bookmarks...') providing the personalized search result and the general search result 
(col. 8, lines 65-67, col. 9, lines 1-13); and visually distinguishing the personalized 
search result from the general search result (figure 2, elements 210, 242, and 244, col. 
8, lines 10-16 and 37-43, figure 4, elements 410. 412, 414, and 416, col. 8, lines 65-67, 
col. 9, lines 1-13). . 

8. Regarding Claim 2, Pitkow teaches the personalized search object comprises an 
article associated with a bookmark (col. 9, lines 1-13). 

9. Regarding Claim 3, Pitkow teaches an index associated with the bookmark is 
stored on a server remote from a client with which the bookmark is associated (col. 5, 
lines 29-31). 

1 0. Regarding Claim 4, Pitkow teaches the bookmark is stored on a client with which 
the bookmark is associated wherein searching of the personalized search object is 
performed by a client-side agent (col. 6, lines 41-52, col. 12, lines 21-25). 

11. Regarding Claim 5, Pitkow teaches the general search object comprises an index 
of articles (col. 9, lines 1-13). 

1 2. Regarding Claim 6, Pitkow teaches the index comprises an index of articles 
associated with a global computer network (col. 6, lines 11-17). 

1 3. Regarding Claim 7, Pitkow teaches visually distinguishing the personalized 
search result and the general search result comprises providing the personalized 
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search result in a first list and the general search result in a second list (col. 26, lines 
47-53). 

14. Regarding Claim 8, Pitkow teaches the general search object comprises global 
. indices (col. 20, lines 48-56). 

15. Regarding Claim 9, the limitation of this claim has been noted in the rejection of 
claims 1 and 37 presented above. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

16. Regarding Claim 10, Pitkow teaches the personalized search object comprises 
. an annotation (figure 2). 

1 7. Regarding Claim 1 1 , Pitkow teaches the personalized search object comprises a 
rating (col. 15, lines 1-6 and 63-67). 

18. Regarding Claims 17 and 38, Pitkow teaches providing an advertisement based 
on the search result (col. 20, lines 20-31 ). 

19. Regarding Claim 18, Pitkow teaches identifying a user cluster based at least in 
part on the personalized search object and providing to the user a suggestion of another 
user with which to network based on the user cluster (col. 20, lines 8-1 9). 

20. Regarding Claim 39, the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection 
of claims 1 and 37 presented above. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

21. Regarding Claims 19 and 40, Pitkow teaches the personalized search object 
based at least on implicit measure of the user's interest (col. 20, lines 8-19). 

22. Regarding Claim 20, Pitkow teaches the user's interest comprises a history of 
user accesses (col. 24, lines 19-31). 
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23. Regarding Claim 21 , Ritkow teaches the history of user accesses comprises at 
least one of (col. 24, lines 19-31). 

24. Regarding Claim 49, Pitkow teaches a user profile selected from a plurality of 
user profiles and personalized search object for searching is selected responsive to the 
user profile (col. 20, lines 4-34). 

25. Regarding Claim 50, Pitkow teaches to depersonalize a search result and the 
general search result without the personalize search result (col. 8, lines 14-16). 

26. Claims 29, 31-36, 45, and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kyne et al., (Pat. No. 6,615,237 B1 filed February 4, 2000, hereinafter 
Kyne). 

27. Regarding Claims 29 and 45, Kyne teaches automatic searching for data in a 
network. 

The method and associated system for automatic searching for data in a network 
as taught or suggested by Kyne includes: 

receiving from a user association data associating a text string generated by the 
user with a uniform resource locator (URL) (col. 3, lines 58-67, col. 4, lines 1-5); storing 
the association data in a memory accessible to a browser of the user (col. 3, lines 50- 
57, col. 4, lines 6-20); receiving in the browser a user input comprising the text string 
(col. 6, lines 10-45); using the asspciation data and the text string determine in the 
browser the URL (col. 6, lines 29-63); and retrieving by the browser a page associated 
with the URL (col. 6, lines 29-63). 
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. 28. Regarding Claim 31 , Kyne teaches the text string comprises a search query (col. 
7, lines 60-67, col. 8, lines 1-19). 

29. Regarding Claims 32 and 47, Kyne teaches receiving the user input from an 
address input box (col. 7, lines 60-67, col. 8, lines 1-19). 

30. Regarding Claim 33, Kyne teaches the text string comprises a URL-format text 
string (col. 7, lines 60-67, col. 8, lines 1-19). 

31 . Regarding Claim 34, Kyne teaches the text string comprises a short-hand 
indicator of the URL (col. 7, lines 60-67, col. 8, lines 1-19). 

32. Regarding Claim 35, Kyne teaches the page associated with the URL from a 
computer network (col. 3, lines 31 -44). 

33. Regarding Claim 36, Kyne teaches the association data and the text string to 
determine in the browser the URL is accomplished without searching a general search 
object (col. 7, lines 60-67, col. 8, lines 1-19). ; 

34. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final- action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

NAME OF CONTACT 

35. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheryl Lewis whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
41 13. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examirier's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 
273-8300. 

(571 ) 273-41 1 3 (Use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for 
"INFORMAL" or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal 
paper/amendment be faxed directly to them on occasions.). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the rieceptionist/ Technology Center (571) 272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://Dair-direct.usDto.Gov. 
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Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Patent Examiner 
December 11, 2006 



